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CONPIDENTIAL VIENTIANE 3338 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, MASS, LA 

SUBJECT: EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DISPOSAL (EOD) TEAMS IN LAOS 
REF: VIENTIANE 2960 

1. WE ARE PLANNING TO PRESENT O/A MAY 1, 1974 A DIPLOMATIC NOTE 
TO THE POREIGN MINISTRY, BRINGING TO ITS ATTENTION THE NECESSITY 
TO WITHDRAW PROM LAOS THE UNITED STATES MILITARY EOD TEAMS 
PRESENTLY ATTACHED TO THE U.S. MISSION, IN COMPLIANCE WITH LAOS 
AGREEMENT, BEPORE JUNE 4, 1974. 

2. IN THIS NOTE, WE WOULD EXPRESS REGRET THAT THESE TEAMS MUST 
BE WITHDRAWN AT A TIME WHEN THE IMPROVED SECURITY CONDITIONS IN 
THE COUNTRYSIDE AS A RESULT OP THE STABLE CEASEPIRE PERMIT THEM 
TO EXTEND THEIR WORK OVER A WIDER AREA, REDUCING THE SUFPERING 
OP THE LAO PEOPLE AND HELPING TO OPEN THE WAY TO NATIONAL 
RECONSTRUCTION. 
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3. WE WOULD INDICATE THAT THE USG IS PREPARED TO MAKE AVAILABLE 
UP TO FIVE EOD TEAMS IN LAOS ALTER THE JUNE 4, 1974 DEADLINE IE 
THE COALITION GOVERNMENT (PGNU) SO REQUESTS, UNDER WHATEVER 
CONDITIONS AND SUPERVISION IT MIGHT SPECIFY. WE WOULD ALSO POINT 
OUT THAT THE USG IS PRESENTLY TRAINING LAO PERSONNEL TO CONDUCT 
EOD ACTIVITIES AND WOULD CONSIDER EXPANDING THIS PROGRAM. 

4. EOD WORK IN LAOS IS ONE ACTIVITY WHICH IS OE GENERAL 
BENEEIT AT A MINIMUM COST. WE BELIEVE AT VERY LEAST WE SHOULD 
HAVE IT ON RECORD THAT WE OEFERED TO CONTINUE THIS SERVICE. SUCH 
A GESTURE IS JUSTIFIED OUT OE BOTH HUMANITARIAN CONCERN AND 
POLITICAL CONSIDERATION. 

5. ALTHOUGH EOD IS NOT MENTIONED IN LAOS ACCORDS, ARTICLE 10(C) 
CALLS UPON THE PGNU TO "DISCUSS WITH THE AMERICAN GOVERNMENT" 
U.S. PARTICIPATION IN "HEALING THE WOUNDS OE WAR." WE BELIEVE 
THAT WORK OE EOD TEAMS FALLS NATURALLY WITHIN THIS FRAMEWORK 
AND THAT SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT EXEMPTING THESE TEAMS FROM 
PRHIBITION OF CONTINUING PRESENCE OE FOREIGN MILITARY WOULD BE 
ENTIRELY APPROPRIATE. 
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